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Need not recommend to you the Secrecy of what I ſhall ſay of the true State of 

I the Ticklifr Condition our Aﬀeairs ſtand in at preſent. *Tis not prudent the Parlia- 
ment ſhould have true Lights of it, leſt it diſcourage them from giving Money. 

Our Succeſs at Sea is the onely thing that ſupports our Credit, though you know well 
that was a meer Accident, (though we cried it up for a complete Victory,) not to be 
hoped for always, nor often: For an Hour's Tide more would have carried thoſe ſix- 
teen Ships we burnt croſs the Cape to St. Malo's, and had left us, though above twice 
their number, with no other Advantage in the Fight, but that of having received more 
Biows. My Intelligence tells me, that for the fixtcen they loſt, they are building about 
ewenty ſix Ships more 1n their own Ports, ſome of which are alrcady launch'd, and 
the relt in a great forwardneſs againſt the next Spring z ſeveral of them of greater 
ſtrength than the former ; beſides thoſe which are building for them in Smeeden and 
Denmark. Beltdes, they Keep their Tranſport Ships ſtill in readineſs, and have built 
good ſtore of Gallies and Galltots, which they are bringing to the Ports neareſt England, 
{o that ir's certain they {til} hanker after an Invaſion, ro meer with which 1 bring my Forces 
over hither. They will immediately preſs upon Holland, who we may be ſure will net 
hazard to be ruined for our ſakes: Beſides, I have ſo many back Friends there, that 
they will the ſooner make Peace to exclude me from being their Sradtholder, which 1 
hold now more by Awe than Love, If I leave my Troops in Flanders, then the French 
will craftily take ſome opportunity to land the late King in England, ſet up diſconten- 
red Scotland, and perhaps Ireland too, And ſhould he land here, I expect that not one- 
ly my known Enemies, but multitudes of others who comply now for Fear will flock to 
him. The over-burthened Commons ſeeing no likely proſpett of the end of the War, 
nor conſequently of Taxes and Polls,will give ſcope to their natural Mutability, and face 
about, eſpecially when they hear that many of the chief Nobility are run to the other 
Side. This will make the unskill'd and fearfull Countrey-/AMGlitia att but coldly, if ma- 
ny of them do not revolt; nay, to tell you the plain Truth, We know not how hearty 
the Army would be in ſuch a Circumſtance: The want of full Pay vexes them ; the 
Feud betwixt them and the Dutch galls them ; and they have taken a Conceit that 1 
more favour the Dutch than the Engliſh Intereſt, which makes them ſerve me for Fear, 
or Pay, and not out of Aﬀection : So that when by an Army to protect them the Fear 
is taken off, and by my aſſiſting the Confederates their Pay (as it muſt be) is balk*a; [ 
much fear that their AﬀeCtion to Our Service will be roo weak a Tie to keep them loyal. 


As for the Succeſs of Our ſeveral Allies, the D. of Savey has got Plunder in France, 
but it will be doubly repaid ia Fiedmone, whither Carznat is gone with Fifty Thouſand 
to winter there upon free Coſt, which will beggar the whole Countrey ; and the Ger- 
mans, who make up the far better half of his Army, will ſtarve if they do not return 
home ſpeedily, the /ralian Princes refuling to quarter them atiy longer, and the French 
having obliged them ro retire from Dawphine, where they in vain hop'd to winter. The 
Duke Schomberg has given me a {ad Account of Aﬀeairs on that ſide, and himſelf deſires 
to be called Home, ſeeing no Good can be done there: So that after all, the Helps We 
have given him are to no purpoſe, and the Soldiers | have raiſed muſt ſerve others for 
want of farther pay; for he will certainly make Peace, and be glad he may have ir ; 
and then the French King will bring all his Soldiers that are in the Field, and in Gari- 
ſons there, towards Flanders, which with the new 40000 which (beſides Recruits) he is 
railing, will over-ru3 Flanders, and Holland too, to our utter undoing, 
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To come nearer home, the D. of IVewburghb is defeated in Luxermoarch, the Prince of 
IVirtenberg upon the Rhine, Our Selves have loſt Namur, and about 10000 in the Batte! 
of Steynkirk, One of the chief German Confederates (the P. of Wirtenbers) is taken prito- 
ner, and at the Mercy of the French King ; ſo that we muſt expc& he is no longer O:irs. 
Hanourr will be no longer hearty to us to no purpole, the Electorate, the promile ct 
which brought him over to our party, being croſt by the Koman Court, divers Princes 
of the Empire, and even by Denmark, it ſelf. The Spaniards have done nothing at all 
in Catalonia, and as little with their Fleet, all their promiſes being meer Braggs and 
Vapour. Saxony has as good as left us. Liege and Charleroy are in immediate Danzer. 
The Switzers and Griſons are cajol'd by France to contravene their Neutrality, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Menaces of Helland, the Emperour, and Spain, finding their Account 
better in leaning to the French Intereſt, Spain and Holland are about Trading with 
France: We once hoped to ruine Frazce by prohibiting Commerce, but now we find 
we can leſs ſubſiſt without it than they, and England leaſt of all. The Emperour hath 
both his Hands full with the Turks, and Peace with them while France proſpers is not to 
be hoped for. The Pole can lend the Emperour no Aſſiſtance againſt him, having enough 
to do to defend his own Frontiers: So that I fear the Houſe of Auſtria (ſeeing bad 
Succeſs every where) will be ready to embrace Peace upon very ordinary terms, eſpe- 
clally the Pope ſo earneſtly ſolliciting him to it. The worſt is to come yet ; the French 
King declares he will not hear of any Peace ti!l the late King is reſtored : So thzr 
when they are farther ſtraitened by the French, and become deſirous to put 2n end to 
this War, which they are already weary of, I ſhall be hated by All, and lookt vpon 25 
the onely Perſon that hinders it, by keeping my Father out of his Throne, 


All theſe are great Miſchiefs, yet the greateſt is ſtill behind z England that muſt alone 
ſupport me with Money, to keep up my own Power, and ſupply my poorer Confede- 
rates, Is it ſelf reduc'd to Poverty, and diſguſted at their Wants, eſpecially for ſend- 
ing moſt of their Money out of the Nation. There is a diſcontentcd party in the Par- 
lament, who complain loudly that they have raiſed me 22 Millions already, and no 
Good done with it, but the enriching Holand, and other Countries, Peace bcing far- 
ther off than ever : They, joined with the Common: wealth Party, are {ſo ſaucy as to 
call for Accounts, and its impoſſible for me to make them to their Satisfaftion, So that 
I fear that either they will give me no more, or elſe not enough to ſupply or help my 
Confederates, and my own peculiar Occaſions ; but onely ſome pittance to ſtrengthen 
England, and then Hellana knocks off. They are crafty enough to ſee that our De- 
figns have proved ineffeCtual, as our landing at Baionne, taking Sr. Malo's, or ſome Port- 
Town in France, burning their other Ships there. They know well we have failed in defer 
ding Namur, ſurprizing Mons, beating the French Army, taking Ipres, and in beſteging or 
bombing Dunkirk - And 1 very much apprehend that the People*s Eyes will be opened to 
ſee that we feed their Hopes, and fob them with counterfeit Pretences in the neck of ore 
another, but in reality I and zzy Confederates are able to do juſt nothing; and what this 
will lead their thoughts to you may ealily gueſs. Their firſt Inference will be, that 
the French King will carry all before him, and make the Confederates ſue for Peace ;, the 
next, that 1 am the ozely Obſtacle, and am to be removed, and the late King reſtored ;, and 
this once entring into the Thoughts of this giddy Nation, who have got the knack of tur- 
ning out their Kings, and on a ſudden loſing all Reſpect for them, will make them as 
little regard Me as my Predeccſſors, and turn Me out too. 

You ſee my ill Circumſtances, and that they need your beſt Advice, which was at- 
ways uſeful tro me, but now 1s more neceliary than ever. I recommend to you eſpe- 
cially the former method of caſting blinds before the Eyes of the Parliament, and the 
People, which has ever upheld Me in their Eſteem ; leſt if they ſtrangely imbibe the trutz 
of theſe matters of Fact, they ſhould deſpond and keep their Money : For ay ons part, 
let France and Fortune do her worft, T reſolve tolive and dic like a King, 
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Pp” HE main Points in which I am to require your beſt Advice are theſe. Firſt, 
Since | find it as eaſie to mingle Fire andWater as 'tis to reconcile the Church 
of England Party and the Presbyterians, and that I experience l cannot gratifie 

| the one without diſobliging the other ; I amin doubt whether the Dodging 
way I have hitherto taken, to be kind to both, may not come to dz/oblige both; and 
whcther if Propoſals come to be made by the late King, equivolent to what my circum- 
ances will let me afford to either, they will not rather lean towards him, and be free 
tiow 7axes, and Polls, which this War that they ſee likely to continue muſt ſtill 
require, chan to beat ſo much Coſt to ſupport me in my Government. I will de- 
clace my ſelf a litrle more to you, that you may the better comprehend my Dif- 
ficulty. Both Parties are led by their Teachers, and the Church of England's Tea- 
chers are of Two Sorts: The One of them neither regards my Frowns, nor my 

Fatour, but think themſelves obliged by their Principles to look upon me as an UV/ſarper : 

and are perte&t Facobires. The other Party (unleſs when ſome Presbyterian ſteps up in 

their piace) have the ſame Principles with the former, but comply out of preſent 1nte- 
reſt or Fear, So that their Allegiance (notwithſtanding the Oath they take) not coming 
from their Hearts and Conſciences, can never be ſolid, but forc'd and extorred, which 
makes them hate the occaſion that put them tothe hard choice of either Srarving or be- 
ing Knaves; beſides the averſion they have taken againſt me, for putting many Presbyre- 
rians and Latitudinarians into their Biſhopricks and Parſonages, and other well-enaowed 

Dionuies. Hence my Intelligence informs me, That though they are willing to enjoy the 

Benefits of my Favour, yet they ſecretly hanker after their former King; they Cabal with 

the 7acobirtes, where they dare drink K. James's Health ; and though they pray in Publick, 

for ine, yet in Private they heartily wiſh well to the former Prince. Theſe Conſiderations 
and ſome others, would perſwade me, *tis more Politick quite to pull down that Party, 
and ſetup the orher. But then on the other ſide, the Presbyterians are fo high and hor 

Headed, that nothing will fatisfie them, except they have All; and if | give them too 

much Head, they are naturally ſo Reſtleſs, Rebellious, Haters of Monarchy, and ſo 

2ddicred to a Commonwealth, and withall, love their Money ſo well, that if 1 give them 
coo much Power, I ſhall caſt my ſelf upon a Beaſt fo «zr#ly and hard to ride, that | ſhall 
be in great danger to be thrown out of the Saddle. 

Next, How ſhall I deal with the Parliamexr, and particularly with the Houſe of Com- 
7095 ? They have already called me to Account, and are diflatisfied with it. They were 
ia a hot ſcent after my Penſioners, without whom | ſhall never get a Competency of Mo- 
ney 5 and though I endeavoured to put them out of that conceit, and told them, thar 
thoſe great ſums of Money which they found was given them, were not given to them 
as Penſion or Sallary as Parliament Men, but for Secret Service not fit to be divulged ; 
yet they ſee this was but a forc'd put off. My bare denial they were my Penſioners to 
raiſe me great Suns by over-volLing will not ſerve the turn, for they knew beforehand 
it had been a madnets for me to confeſs it, and my ſaying *twas for Secrer Service rela- 
ting, co the Publick, not to be divulged, is but a blimd Amuſement, rather a kind of Tacit 
Confejſion of what they more than ſuſpected. This makes me fear they. will look more 
narrowly into that buſineſs, which may undo all. I fefrh'd off Seymour and other Stick- 
ling Commonwealths-Men, by giving them Ollices ; but there is a ſtiff Party amongſt 
them ſo truc to the good of the Commonalty, that no kindneſs can warp them, and my 
Gratitying thoſe who aim'd at their Advantage by oppoling the Court-Party, the 
more confirms them in their Opinion of my Prolelyting the Members to my fide, to be- 


tray the Truit impoſedin them by the Commons who Elect them. 1 dare n9t venture 
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to Diſlolve this Parliament and call another, for that will loſe much time, and preſeze 
Supplies are necellary, that we may be early in the Field. Beſides, I have reaſon to 
fear, that the New one may be worſe than rhzs, eſpecially the New Members will ask 
time to Model them, whereas I have already in this a Party, which with much 4onry 
and Policy | haverendred pliable ro my Will. 


Again, What muſt Ido with the Confederates ? England is too poor to ſupply them 2s 
formerly, and 'tis now ſo well known, that notwithitznding all their Aſſiſtance, France 
{till grows upon vs, that they are ſatisfied it will beto little purpoſe to carry our Men 
and Money out of England to help them who do not much for themſelves. To tell you 
the truth, ſome of them are ſo backward, and they arein ſo many minds, that nothing 
can be much hoped for from them. This makes Men begin already to talk of lea- 
ving them off, and ſtrengthen England by Sea and Land, by which means we may atlaulc 
France upon the Coaſts, and make a great Diverſion, which may perhaps be in a marner 
equivolent to my aſſiſting them in Flanders. This is the beſt way to ger me Money, but 
then 'tis to be feared that 1 ſhall loſe my Intereſt in Holland, and that ſhould the Frencl 
take ſome Towns of theirs the next Campain, the diſcontented and impoveriſhed peo- 
ple there (whom 1 did what I could to cajole laſt year with the hopes of a ſudcen 
Peace) will force them to put an end to the War, and come to Conditions with 
France, eſpecially if Savoy (as I much fear) breaks the Confederacy. Nay, there wants 
not a great Party there, who (did not my preſence, and influence hinder it) would be 
willing to embrace Peace, were it for nothing elſe but to Exclude me from being 
their Staatholder, which Office for many reaſons, I muſt nor forgo. This is a nice 
Point, and 1 deſire you to think of it accordingly. Take this along with you, that 
there is a great Faction of ſhrewd Men in Erlard who are highly diſguſted, that out of 
my Ambition (as they account it) to make my ſelf Generali/ſimo and Cock of the Confede- 
rates, | haveſpent Emgland two or three and twenty Milllions, and for the better half 
tranſported, to the great loſs of the Nation ; whereas leſs than half as much had builr us 
ſuch a Navy, and maintained ſuch an Army, as would have defended England againſt 
all her Enemies, and yet (the Money circulating here at home) not have much impove- 
riſhed it. Thus1s a deadly blow to my Honour and Credit abroad, which (againſt all events) 
it highly concerns me to maintain, and will ſtrike deep into my Interelt, 2nd what Fence 
can you find to Ward it? 


And ſince | deſpair of Money enough to bribe my Confederates, and give full Pay to my 
Soldiers and Seamen, | would deſire your Judgment which of them | thould prefer, 
and which poſtpone, ſeeing the latter grumble already for their Arrears, and the tor- 
mer, if I withdraw my giving hand, will fall off, 


The laſt Point which I recommend to your beſt Conſideration is, What Courſe 1am 
to take, in caſe the Parliament, ſenſible of how lictle we have done in Flanders this laſt 
Campaign, ſhould refuſe to give me Money ſufficient tocarry on the War there the next 
Summer, without which you ſec allis loſt? To tel} you my Thoughts upon the matter, 
I chink my beſt Expedient is to agree with the Srares, and other Foreign Corfederates,to 
jet me bring over Darch and other Our-landiſh Soldiers, and leave Engliſh and Scorc þ be- 

hind them to the ſame number : For by this means I ſhall at once overawe Hollavd by 
wy own Subjetts there, and England by Foreigners here, and cither make them give me 
what Money I want by way of Parliament, or elſe ſer up my Title of Conqueſt, and 
take it where I ſhall ſee fir. This is I ſee feaſible, for Iam not to value the Di/gnſt of the 
Nation, when do no longer fear it, nor need 1 any longer debaſe my ſelf by intreatin? 
them for Supplies, when | may Commardit; for a Afonarch is then truly a King, when 
he need not creep to the People. My only fear is, my Engliſh ſo hate the Dutch, that 
they will Deſert rather than Fighr for them. To ſtrengthen my ſelf more, 1 can Arm 
the French Hugonets, of whom we have here good ſtore, and fetch over the /audois if 1 
find Savoy inclinable tomake Peace. I fear I mult be forc'd to this, for | find the Enz- 
if an Unconſtant and Head-ſtrong Nation, and falſe to their Kings, nor otherwite ro 
be Ruld long but witha Rod of Iron. But remember this is my laſt Refuge, and ſo 
you will have more leiſure to conſider of ir, as future occaſions afford you more Light. 
I ſhall now bethink my {ſelf what to ſay co the Parliament, between this and the time 
they meet, | 

FINTIS. 


